
 
 

January 4 - 5, 2020 
 

 
The front page of the News & Notes will have a slightly different look the first weekend of each 
month. Keep reading for good things that are happening at St. John’s!  

 

Three Good Things That Will Happen in January 

1. Our congregation will celebrate its 138th birthday. St. John's was officially incorporated as 

the "Evangelical Lutheran St. John's Congregation" on January 31, 1882, at the Milwaukee 

County Courthouse. Our current church building was dedicated 90 years ago this past 

summer: on June 23, 1929. 

2. Our women's book club will read their 166th book, In Cod We Trust: Living the Norwegian 

Dream, by Eric Dregni. Started in 2001, book club meets on the third Friday of each 

month at 7:00 p.m. and is open to anyone who enjoys reading. Historical fiction, fantasy, 

mystery, memoirs, non-fiction - join us for food, fellowship, and good discussion. 

3. We will hold our annual Mission & Ministry Sunday on Sunday, January 26. The State of the 

Parish presentation will be given at 9:15 a.m., detailing our Boards' activities in 2019 and 

plans for 2020. We'll also debut the St. John's Spotlight, a video update highlighting various 

aspects of our shared ministry. 

 

Two Good Things That Happened in December 

1. Our Board of Outreach connected with our community through hot chocolate and 

Christmas cards. At the holiday train event, we handed out 350 cups of free hot chocolate 

and 423 Christmas cards made by our grade school students. This annual event is a 

wonderful way to reach out to our community.   

2. Our childcare, preschool, and grade school students told the story of our Savior's birth in 

word and song. We welcomed over 250 people to our early childhood Christmas 

service and over 650 people to our K5 - 8th grade Christmas Eve service. Both services were 

also Livestreamed, reaching across the United States and even as far as Ecuador! 

 

One Good Thing That You Might Not Know About 

1. Our school will begin to finalize its WELSSA accreditation report. St. John's received 

an exemplary accreditation in 2015, and we are hopeful for the same this time. The WELS 

site visit team is scheduled to be on campus in mid-March.  



BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Male and Female He Created Them 

Beginning TODAY, Sunday, January 5 – Join us in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. for this Bible study. 
Sex. Gender. Masculine and feminine. Male and female. Are we still allowed to use these terms in 
today’s world? How do we maintain a biblical stance without getting ourselves into trouble? Good 
questions, right? Our synod has recently produced a timely Bible study on this topic, and we will 
spend several weeks going back to the one true source of teaching. We may adjust our terminology, 
but we dare not adjust God’s Word. Time-permitting, we will also discuss a supplementary statemen 
on human sexuality, personhood, and identity.  
 

RIBS (Renewed and Inspired By our Savior) 

Beginning Wednesday, January 8 – Women of all ages who want to strengthen their walk with their 
Savior are welcome to join us as we begin a study focusing on the New Testament Book of James. 
Fellowship begins at 8:00 a.m., Bible study at 8:30 a.m. Childcare is available. Contact Monica Gnat at 
414-774-6180 or email monicagnat@sbcglobal.net for more information. 
 

Men’s Bible Study – The Book of Genesis 

Wednesdays – Come join your brothers in Christ as we start our day with fellowship and Bible study. 
We are currently studying the book of Genesis. Join us as at The City Market (8700 W. Watertown 
Plank Rd) as we discover God at work to redeem us with his message of law and gospel. Contact Jon 
Johnson at jon8011@yahoo.com for more information. 
 

Thursday Morning Bible Study – The Prophet Zechariah 

Beginning Thursday, January 9 – Join us at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall as Pastor Schroeder 
leads us in an in-depth look at what might be called “The Revelation of the Old Testament.” Symbolic 
language, prophetic vision, and Messianic clues abound in a book of the Bible that might well 
confuse the novice reader. Our study will allow us to slow down, let Scripture interpret Scripture, 
and see where Zechariah fits in preparing the way of the Lord. 
 

Sermon Study Growth Groups 

Beginning the week of February 2 – Many people make New Year’s resolutions, and better physical 
health and fitness is often at the top of the list. But what about your spiritual health and fitness? To 
help you grow in your faith and deepen your walk with your Savior in this New Year, St. John’s is 
offering a new small-group Bible study option: Sermon Study Growth Groups. Hosted and led by St. 
John’s members, Growth Groups are designed to provide a comfortable setting for more intimate 
fellowship and spiritual discussion than is possible in a large-group Bible study. For all the details, 
including an FAQ, visit www.sjtosa.org/GrowthGroups. Watch for more information on registering 
for a Growth Group the weekend of January 11 & 12. 
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HAPPENINGS AT ST. JOHN’S 

 

Voters’ Call Meeting 

Tuesday, January 7 – A voters’ call meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall to issue a 
principal call to replace Mr. Uecker who will be retiring at the end of the current school year. All 
voters and interested parties are welcome and encouraged to attend. 
 

Friends in Fellowship 

Tuesday, January 7 – Join us as we celebrate 2020 with our annual "Day at the Movies" with 
intermission refreshments. Please bring your own lunch. Coffee/tea and dessert will be provided. Lunch 
and fellowship will begin at 12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall and the surprise movie follows at about 
12:45 p.m. We look forward to seeing you. 
 

By Scripture Alone Discussion Forum 

Thursday, January 9 – Please join us for one more discussion forum before we close the book on 
the New Testament! We’ll meet from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall to answer your 
questions and wrap up a perfectly tied together and supremely bookended story: a story that 
begins in one perfect garden and ends in another. 
 

Young Professionals Game Night 

Friday, January 10 – Bring your favorite game, your favorite person, and join us at Big Head Brewery 
(6204 W State St., Wauwatosa) at 6:30 p.m. for game night. Come have a blast! 
 

Church Christmas Decorations Take-Down 

Saturday, January 11 – We are looking for a few volunteers who are comfortable using a ladder and 
hauling boxes upstairs to help take down Christmas decorations at church from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. If 
you are able to help, contact Kelly Kramer at rootedandmowing@outlook.com or 414-475-9071. 
 

Third Thursday Noontime Concert – “Interpreting Engelberg” 

Thursday, January 16 – Bring your friends and join us in the sanctuary at 12:15 p.m. when Lynn 
Kozlowski plays a grand organ partita on the hymn “When in our Music God is Glorified” (tune 
Engelberg). Interspersed between the variations will be other hymn preludes based on the thoughts 
of each stanza of the hymn: creation, worship, missions, and Psalm singing. Concerts are free and 
open to all. 
 
  

 

WORSHIP SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

Sundays – 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays – 9:15 a.m. Bible Classes, Sunday School 
Saturdays – 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays – 7:00 p.m. Children’s Bible Class – Chinese students 
Saturdays – 7:00 p.m. (Mandarin) For details and other spiritual growth opportunities, see the  
Communion – 1st and 3rd Weekends/month narthex bulletin board or visit www.sjtosa.org/biblestudies 

mailto:rootedandmowing@outlook.com


FINANCIAL UPDATE          
 

General Fund Offerings:  Budgeted to Actual Comparison 

 
 
 

 

 

 

We Give Thee Offerings:   
 
 

 

 

 

SERVING NEXT WEEK  

 

SERVING NEXT WEEK  

 

Ushers 
Jan 11 5:30 p.m. M Meisner, G Beyer 

    T Danko, N Ristow, J Warnke 

Jan 12 8:00 a.m. K Kuehn, R Aldinger, D Close 

    D/S Ebeling, P Stauffer 
  M Swenson 
 10:30 a.m. R Yahn, B Ailey, N Cutting   

  M/M Maurice   

Greeters 
Greeters 

Greeters 

Jan 12 8:00 a.m. D/D Leyrer, J/S Mariscal  

  M Rindfleisch  

 10:30 a.m. J Gromacki, P Rauth  

  M/C Rindfleisch  

AV Operators 
  

Jan 12 8:00 a.m. Dan Schmal   

 10:30 a.m. Ben Haferman   

Nursery   

Jan 12 9:15 a.m. C Letcher  
 

 

     

     
 

 

 

                                                      Weekly worship services are available online at www.sjtosa.org              . 
St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church | 7809 Harwood Ave | Wauwatosa WI 53213 | 414-258-7831 | church@sjtosa.org

 

 

Attendance:  Sunday: 304;  
New Year’s Eve: 112; New Year’s Day: 71;  
Total: 487 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 

Week of January 5 - 11 

 

Sun   Food Pantry 
    

Mon   School Resumes 
    

Tues 12:00 p.m. – Friends in Fellowship 

 6:30 p.m. – Voters’ Call Meeting 
    

Wed 6:30 a.m. – Men’s Bible Study 

 8:15 a.m. – Children’s Chapel 

 8:30 a.m. – RIBS 

 6:00 p.m. – Adult Handbells 

 7:00 p.m. – Adult Choir 
    

Thu 9:00 a.m. – Mornings with Mommy 

 10:00 a.m. – Junior Handbells 

 10:30 a.m. – Thursday Morning  
Bible Study 

 6:30 p.m. – By Scripture Alone  
Discussion Forum 

    

Sat 8:30 a.m. – Leadership Meeting 

 9:00 a.m. – Church Christmas  
Decorations Take-Down 

 

     Budgeted          Actual        Difference 

Jul - Nov $ 437,206   $ 384,115     ($ 53,091) 

Dec .$ 144,062   $ 179,119      $ 35,057 

Totals: $ 581,268   $ 563,234     ($ 18,034) 
 

 

        Received 
     Mortgage  
     Payments 

         Reserve  
         Account 

Jul - Nov $ 49,499     $ 81,725     ($ 32,226) 

Dec . $ 20,184     $ 16,345         $ 3,839 

Totals: $ 69,683     $ 98,070     ($ 28,387) 
 

Council Project of the Month 

Wisconsin Lutheran High School – Gaining 
Ground Campaign. WLHS has the opportunity 
to expand its footprint for the first time since 
1958 by adding 2.5 acres to its 13-acre 
campus. To donate, use your green Above & 
Beyond envelope. Make checks payable to St. 
John's.  
 


